July 1944 Journal

L. U. No. 230, VICTORIA, B. C.


Editor: Many months have elapsed since this local gave an account of its activities, mainly for the reason that the active members have been too busy doing things to find time to write about them.


War work and the addition of B members have expanded the local to more than double its pre-war size, and brought its troubles too.


An influx of new workers from the interior, mostly without any knowledge of the trade union idea, has not made it easy to maintain or improve conditions. We can, however, safely say that we have the best conditions for shipyard workers in Canada, out here in B. C. 


One spectacular fight, in which this local took a leading part, was the battle to abolish a notorious order-in-council issued by our Federal Government to stultify if not entirely kill the organized labor movement of Canada.


We helped to organize and finance a campaign against the order which will long be remembered in these parts.  


During the civil elections a member of this local was nominated along with three other labor candidates for seats on the city council. Considering the conservative tradition prevailing here, the four labor nominees made a very good showing, although they were not elected.


Our trades and Labor Council, although small, is a very active body. We give it all possible support, both financially and by the regular attendance of our delegates. Our president, Brother H. L. Duncan, is also vice president of the council.


Postwar problems occupy the attention of many of our members. Brother Ed Balma, the chairman of the committee on that subject, is beginning to look like Atlas, the mythical gentleman who carried the whole world on his back.


Smaller wonder, Ed, there are too few of your kind and too many of the kind who want to be carried. 

As one of the trades that will be actively engaged in postwar expansion and development, we feel it incumbent upon us to work, and propose to start at the beginning, the supply of cheap and plentiful light and power.


The major public utility of this province has a financial history that almost defies analysis if one is trying to arrive at a fair purchase price.


Reports of public inquiries into its structure have shown us the impossibility of recommending its purchase to the public. We are now faced with the issue of working for a province-wide scheme—or confining our ambitions to a purely local affair.


Whichever course we advocate must be based on sound reasoning and capable of easy assimilation by the general public. 


We would welcome news and views on public ownership of electric utilities form any readers of this JOURNAL. 


Federal orders in council have not as yet made collective bargaining in Canada any easier. The old days when the union brandished the club of stoppage of work in the employer’s face are gone. Incidentally his club, the lockout, is also laid aside. 


Instead, both sides sit up late at night reading the latest order-in-council trying to decide just what the Government means and what advantage from all Government orders, delays ranging from days to many months, all of which saves them considerable cash at the workers’ expense.


While eastern Canada may regard the new order No. 1003 as a Bill of Rights, we in the west are not so pleased with it. 


The decision of the A. F. of L. not to participate in the proposed International Congress of Trade Unions aroused considerable resentment in B. C.   


Never has the time been more opportune for labor on this continent to take a leading part in the shaping of the world of tomorrow. The criticism we have to endure from opponents of the A. F. of L. is in many cases not fit to print, and does not help to advance the cause of labor at all.


In closing, we wish to extend greetings to all out-of-town and former members of this local, with a hearty invitation to them to visit us whenever they happen to be in town.

F. Bevis, F. S. 
